
Background
Cancer registry data are integral for assessing cancer burden, planning interventions, directing resources, 
and evaluating the impact and effectiveness of outreach. This makes registries a keystone partner in cancer 
surveillance and state initiatives against cancer. Cancer surveillance and control is a multifaceted effort 
bringing together stakeholders to collect complete, quality and timely data that is used to reduce cancer 
incidence and improve cancer outcomes. Delaware’s cancer surveillance and control infrastructure is based 
upon strong partnerships with multiple agencies, committees, facilities, programs and their engagement with 
the general public.

Purpose
This study seeks to explore the extent of the DCR’s partnerships, tracing the inward flow of data that increases 
data quality, timeliness, and completeness and the outward flow of registry data to advance evidence based 
decision making and outreach in the state. We outline key DCR partnerships and reveal the flow of registry data 
as well as the impact it has on creating and evaluating initiatives to combat cancer.

Methods 
The architecture of Delaware’s cancer surveillance system and control initiatives were analyzed to identify 
DCR strategic partnerships within the state. The nature of these partnerships was described qualitatively and 
quantitatively through the lens of data collection and flow; committee participation; data dissemination, and 
key outreach programs. Frequencies and rates were calculated to display impact on cancer burden and other 
evaluation metrics. 

Figure 1 - Diagram outlining the inward and outward flow of cancer data for the DCR.1,2

Results
The DCR has partnerships with the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC), Delaware Health Information Network 
(DHIN); Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA); and other inter-organizational and outreach programs. 
The DCR fulfilled more than 25 data requests for providers, researchers, programs, and legislators in 2018. 
Ninety percent of the reporting hospitals met the completeness and timelessness goals. After compiling 
requests from 2016 to 2018, forty-one requests came from hospitals and another forty-one came from 
interagency programs, making these two categories of the most common data requestors. Most of the 
requests were used for hospital administration and quality assurance efforts. The DCR has met and exceeded 
the expected cancer completeness necessary for gold certification for more than 10 years. 

Figure 2 – DCR Percent Completeness According to the National Program of Cancer Registries (NCPR) 
from 2003 – 2016

Figure 3 – DCR Data Request by Source of Request for 2016 – 2018

Figure 4 – Data Requests by Nature of Data Use for 2016 – 2018

Highlighted Outreach Programs4

DCR data is used by outreach programs to target education and interventions. Over the last 10 years, some of 
the ongoing initiatives are mentioned below:

zz  The Women’s Mobile Health Screening Unit has visited certain geographic areas based on areas of high late 
stage cancer incidence for screenable cancers. 

zz  Mailers were sent out to all Delawareans to educate them in the importance of prevention, screening, and 
treatment of chronic diseases 

zz  Mailers were sent out to legislators in districts with high cancer incidence. 
zz  The Screening For Life Program started offering lung cancer screening as a reimbursable screening to eligible 
clients in 2015 based on updated screening recommendations and the high burden of lung cancer in Delaware.

zz  The cancer program partners with the Department of Elections to send a birthday postcard to all 
Delawareans upon their 50th birthday to remind them of the importance of colon cancer screening.

Key Partners

Conclusions
Having a branch dedicated to the comprehensive oversight and control of cancer in the state such as the 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Branch (see figure 1) has proven to be fruitful and effective. This branch 
collaborates closely with the DCC to surveillance cancer; produce outreach programs; focus on specific cancer 
sites; and influence policy.

The DCR partnerships have been key in cancer surveillance. Collaborations also lead to linkages, publications, 
and presentations. The partnerships impact the status of cancer in the state in a multi-disciplinary approach. 
Existing partnerships were determined to be essential to registry data quality, timeliness, completeness, and 
decision making as well as influencing partner decisions. 

Figure 5 – Collaborative and Multidisciplinary Approach to Cancer Control3,4

Next Steps
The Division of Public Health plans to collect more information on screening. It is also a priority to increase 
collaboration through data linkages and strengthen existing partnerships.
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Agencies/Programs 

Agencies/Programs (internal to Department of Health Support Services (DHSS) and external):

Linkages with the following agencies and programs increase data quality and completeness. Delaware 
partners with the following agencies and programs:

zz Vital Statistics
zz Screening for Life
zz Delaware Cancer Treatment Program
zz NDI
zz IHS 
zz Interstate Data Exchange

Advisory Councils4

This advisory council is commissioned by the governor. Delaware Cancer Registry data is used by 
the Delaware Cancer Consortium to set priorities and track progress on goals. Committees of the 
consortium also advocate for legislative change when it is indicated. The DCR actively participates the 
following consortium committees. 

zz Delaware Cancer Consortium Advisory Council
zz Early Detection and Prevention Committee
zz Cancer Risk Reduction Committee
zz Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Committee

Epidemiologists 

Epidemiologists leverage relationships with other state agencies and programs to link data with 
resources such as:

zz Behavioral Risk Factor Survey
zz Communicable Disease Bureau
zz Tobacco Prevention and Control Program

Division of Public Health
The Division of Public Health Houses the Bureau of Chronic Disease. The Comprehensive Cancer Control 
Branch falls under this Bureau. Epidemiologists monitor cancer trends and report on:

zz Cancer disparities
zz Geographic distribution
zz Site-specific trends 

Delaware  
Cancer  
Registry

The Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) identifies 
priorities based on incidence and mortality rates.

In some years, the DCC chooses a 
specific cancer site as the focus 

of the yearly retreat. In other 
years, risk factors such as 
nutrition or physical activity 
are chosen. 

DCR gathers cancer data from Delaware facilities 
and providers to assess cancer in the state.

DCC monitors the effectiveness of 
cancer control efforts.

All-site cancer mortality rate 
has declined 12% between 
2000 and 2014. 

The DCC pushes for  
policy change.

Laws and regulation  
changes are passed through  

the state legislature. 

Cancer control programs 
assess and implement 
interventions.

Outreach and screening 
programs such as Screening 
for Life and the Delaware Cancer 
Treatment Program update procedures 
and services in accordance with DCC 
priorities and the needs of Delawareans.

DCR Data is  
at the center of 

collaborative  
decision making
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